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The top five sectors for clean-tech job activity in the U.S. – based on Clean Edge research of job 

placements, job postings, and public and private investments – are solar power; biofuels and bioma-

terials; smart grid and energy efficiency; wind energy; and advanced transportation/vehicles.  Solar 

power and biofuels and biomaterials retained their top spots from the sector ranking in our Clean 

Tech Job Trends 2009 report, and new to the list this year, in fifth place, is advanced transportation/

vehicles. 

For the second straight year, we have also ranked the Top 15 metropolitan areas for clean-tech 

job seekers in the U.S., based on a range of metrics including current and historical job postings, 

early-stage and public-market investment activity, clean-tech job presence, and clean-energy patent 

activity. Not surprisingly, the San Francisco Bay Area/Silicon Valley repeats as the top area for clean-

tech jobs, with Los Angeles second. Even in its challenging economic times, California continues to 

see fairly robust job activity in clean-tech startups and established players, with the state’s high-tech 

giants like Cisco, Intel, and Google aggressively expanding their smart-grid initiatives. San Diego 

(seventh) and Sacramento (15th) give California four cities in the Top 15, but the Golden State faces 

an uncertain clean-tech future if the state’s voters pass a November ballot measure, Proposition 23, 

that would suspend the state’s landmark greenhouse gas reduction laws. Boston (third) and New 

York City (fourth) swapped places from 2009, with Denver moving up one notch to No. 5, displacing 

Washington/Baltimore (sixth this year).
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Top 5 Sectors for Clean-Tech Job Activity (U.S.)

Rank Sectors

1 Solar Power

2 Biofuels & Biomaterials

3

4 Wind Power

5 Advanced Transportation/Vehicles

Source: Clean Edge, Inc., 2010

*Sector rankings are based on Clean Edge research of job placements, job 
postings, and public and private investments
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